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Partnership Will Provide Campsites for Extended Care Patients 
 
 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark., July 29 -- The Army Corps of Engineers and University of Arkansas 

for Medical Sciences entered an agreement today to provide at least six new campsites in Maumelle 

Park to accommodate patients undergoing extended medical treatment in the Little Rock area.   

The Challenge-Cost Share Agreement outlines how the Corps and UAMS will share in 

constructing and operating the new campsites.  Maumelle Park has historically been an economical 

source of lodging for out-of-town patients who come to Little Rock for medical treatment.    

 “Throughout the past year, more than 81 people were documented in Maumelle Park as 

seeking long-term stays related to medical treatment,” said Miles Johnson, the acting project 

operations manager of the Corps’ Russellville Project Office.  “The funding provided by UAMS will 

meet a definite need.” 

 UAMS is providing $90,000 for the partnership to be led by its hospital, UAMS Medical 

Center, its Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute, and the UAMS Myeloma Institute for Research 

and Therapy. 

“We see patients from around the world, many of whom must stay in Little Rock for weeks 

or months while undergoing treatment,” said Peter Emanuel, M.D., director of the Cancer Institute at 

UAMS. “Having these campsites available for extended periods of time will provide patients and 

their loved ones with an affordable option for lodging in a beautiful setting and at the same time help 

ease financial burdens.” 
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 “UAMS is very pleased to partner with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to make these 

campsites available for patients,” said UAMS Chancellor I. Dodd Wilson, M.D.  “We are very 

appreciative of the support and compassion the Corps has shown in helping make this possible.” 

 Current regulations limit the time individuals may stay in federal parks.  UAMS funding will 

enable patients to enjoy extended, uninterrupted stays in the park, contributing to their recovery in a 

restive setting. 

 The Corps obtained seed money to be used for construction management, septic needs and 

daily utilities and maintenance.  UAMS funds will provide for the remaining campsite building 

needs.  The extended stay campsites will be reserved specifically for medical care patients as 

recommended through Patient Advocates Services of Little Rock Hospitals. 

 Individuals interested in volunteering supplies or services, please contact Miles Johnson at 

the Corps’ Russellville Project Office at (479) 968-5008, extension 214.  

Maumelle Park is on the bank of the Arkansas River west of Little Rock.  Take Pinnacle 

Valley Road off Arkansas Highway 10.  The park’s unique environment provides an excellent 

setting for camping, boating, fishing or getting away from it all.  The park offers eight group picnic 

shelters and 129 campsites with electricity and water hook ups.  Other amenities include a boat 

launch ramp, playground, hot showers, public telephones and a dump station.   

 



Project Details 

 
 Total number of new campsites now operational = 10 

o Six sites have back-in access  
o Four sites have pull-through access 

 
 
 Individual campsite amenities include: 

o Campsite dimensions are 14' X 70' with a level concrete parking pad and a 12'X12' expanded 
living area with a crushed stone surface.  The actual dimensions of some of these sites vary 
slightly, according to individual (on-the-ground) facility location requirements 

o 50 amp. electrical hook-up pedestal 
o Potable, city water connection 
o Sewer connection (a septic tank is furnished for every 2 campsites - 6 total) 
o Pedestal-mounted, charcoal cooking grill 
o Sitting bench in living area for most sites 
o Lantern-hanger post 
o Specially designated reservation sign (Medical Extended-Stay Campsite) in front of each 

campsite 
o All of these campsites are within easy walking distance of waterborne restrooms with 

showers. 
o Sewage dump stations inside park (total of 3 in park) 
o Drainage culverts furnished at specific sites where necessary                    
o Daily user fee per site = $ 24.00.  If the user has a Golden Age/ Access Passport or America 

the Beautiful Pass, the daily fee is reduced by 50%. 
 
 
 Individual Agency Payment Agreement:       

o Total hired labor/contract construction cost per campsite = $24,000 (total of $142,000 for all 
10 campsites).  

o UAMS paid SWL $90,000 (63%) up front, SWL received $10,000 (7%) as part of the 
USACE Handshake Partnership Program, local volunteers contributed $500 and SWL paid 
the remaining $42,000 (30%). 

o If these 10 campsites had been constructed totally via Small Business Set Aside Contract, the 
cost would have probably been about twice this amount.  

 

 


